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UM STUDENTS FARE W ELL IN WORK-ABROAD RANKINGS
MISSOULA—
Two international work-abroad programs recently released figures that show The
University ot Montana ranks high in number of student participants as compared with other,
much larger universities.
UM tied for 12th in number of students participating in the Council for International
Educational Exchange’s work-abroad program, coming in ahead of such universities as Yale,
Stanford and Harvard.
“The University of Montana is one of our top schools for work abroad,” said Sara
Alvord, a council staff member in New York City. “With 14 participants this year, this is a
huge increase from years past.”
In the highly competitive Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) program, UM has
always been in the top five regionally, competing against larger schools such as the University
of Washington, according to regional program coordinator Lynn Shiori Miyauchi.
“In 1996 and 1997 UM ranked second and in 1998 was tied for third and in 1999 tied
for fourth,” Miyauchi said from her office in Seattle’s Japanese consulate. During those years,
25 UM students worked in Japan. Miyauchi attributes this success to a “strong group of
students who are interested in Japan and many students ... also interested in A sia.”
Much of the credit for introducing students to these programs and advising them in the
-more-
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application process goes to Richard McDonough, a career counselor in UM ’s Office of Career
Services. McDonough assumed this responsibility after returning from a 1993 work exchange
in England.
“When I returned from England, I noticed that there was limited promotion of work
abroad on campus,” he said. “The brochures came in, but nothing happened.”
After attending a conference in 1995 on work-abroad opportunities, McDonough began
hosting an information table every year at UM ’s Career Fair. He also provides information
through UM’s Career Resource Center. As a result, he said, interest in international work
opportunities has grown on campus.
“What w e’re seeing is an increasing number of students participating in overseas
opportunities,” he said. “That can only be positive - for the students and for the University.”
McDonough has brochures on six work-abroad programs. For more information, call
(406) 243-2286 or send e-mail to rmc@selway.umt.edu.
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